January News
Thank
You!
We would like to
express a heart felt
thank you to those
who came to our
Christmas Program
and Party, we had
a blast!
We appreciate
everyone who
donated goodies
and treats, to both
the party and/or to
us as staff for
Christmas.
Everything was
so wonderful, and
you are all so
thoughtful and
generous!

We also want to
thank the Smith,
Chapman, and
Nelson families for
their generous
donation of the
Trade Center use,
set up and clean
up!

2019

News to Know…

We are so proud of our little wonders! They really brought the Holiday Spirit to
Lewistown this year whether they were singing songs, making cookies for the
neighbors, or donating food to the Community Cupboard they certainly made the
holidays brighter all around!

As we move forward into the New Year it is always a good time to pause and
reflect. Each year at this time we like to review of our mission, vision, and target
statements to ensure we continue to effectively connect with the ‘why’ of what we
do here at Small Wonder. I want to share them with you in this newsletter, and
invite you to provide any feedback or suggestions you might have for us from your
family/parent perspective on these statements.

Mission
Our purpose is to provide a nurturing, supportive, and structured environment and
curriculum that encourages the growth and development of each child’s unique
qualities.
Vision
We see ourselves providing a community of acceptance for all. We are dedicated to
providing children a developmentally appropriate foundation in a quest for lifelong
learning and exploration. We provide resources for families and children to enhance
their understanding and appreciation of the early childhood years.
Small Wonder Target Statement

At Small Wonder Child Care, we believe in the individuality and uniqueness of each
child and in fostering their very best and most positive life outcomes by providing
high quality care and education.
Therefore we provide:
1) The Community - with an open door, radical acceptance of ALL families, children
and community members;
2) Families - with positive, trusting and supportive relationships; and
3) Our Teachers - with continuing professional development training and
education in the Early Childhood field.

Parent Corner– Post Holiday Blahs

Coming Soon!
Speaker, Author Mary
Sheedy-Kurcinka on her
book “Sleepless in America”

Watch for more info. to
follow soon!

The Holidays are an exciting time! There are vacations and long
weekends, lots of family and friends, celebrations and gifts, are just
a few of the things that keep us entertained! We all get caught up in
the holiday bustle, kids included! It is not unusual for to get the postholiday blahs after December. Blahs for kids may take several forms:
children may be moody and feel a “let down” feeling, others may seem
bored and demand amusement. All of these behaviors are caused by
over stimulation that is no longer happening. Children do not
understand their own after-holiday behavior. They are not planning to
be disruptive, and very young children may not be able to help
themselves from becoming upset during this time. Parents can help
their children through the “blah weeks” by modeling calm and patient
behavior, valuing sleep for all members in the house, and being a little
flexible as everyone needs a little time to adjust to the post-holiday
change of pace. Children have spent so much time counting down the
days to a specific holiday that they feel there is nothing left to look
forward to. Parents can help children by showing them how much
there is to look forward to on a daily basis. Enjoy your 2019 together!

“Look for the Small
Wonders in Life”

MT STARS to Quality
Small Wonder is an active participant in the MT STARS to Quality program. STARS is a quality rating
improvement system designed for early childhood education programs that uses research based practices and
aligns quality indicators with a system of supports and incentive monies for early childhood programs.
Since our participation in STARS began during the pilot phase of the program launch in 2009, Small Wonder
has had immense growth and program development. We have seen a direct increase in the quality of care we
provide and in our intentionality in education for your children, and it has provided our staff with the
training and higher education opportunities needed to teach and care for young children.

Both of our facilities are STAR 4 rated! (out of 5 possible)
Some of the criteria we met to qualify to reach these STAR levels includes having 75% of our staff at a level 2
or higher on the Early Childhood Practitioner's Registry, earning a certificate of excellence in immunizations,
having written staff development and education plans, having our classroom environments reviewed for
quality indicators, offering nutritious meals in a positive social setting, and most importantly an evaluation of
our interactions with children. One of our proudest moments from our last assessment was that we scored a
perfect score in child to teacher interactions!
Overall, MT STARS to Quality is currently the best thing offered in the state for early childhood programs! It
helps programs like us strive for excellence and the benefits lie directly with your child’s positive outcomes.
For more information visit www.stars.mt.gov—

